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International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/000508 



I. Basis of the report 



I L With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
I I the description: 

pages ^ 

pages ^ 

pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



I 1 the claims: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



^ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



□ 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



. , as originally filed 



filed with the letter of 



_ , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language vvhich is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

o^si^f^^ translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

h ^^S^iZ^Z;:^^^^ - ^--'ona. application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with iJie international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

LJ The statement lliat the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fijrnished. uisciosure m tne 

^^ntSed"^^' infonnation recorded in computer loadable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. . 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. □ dtcSurelfJli?^ ""J^^f r °P T"''""'"*^ """" '"ey have been considered to go 

I oeyona the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Xs7eTofT"i'^t^^^^ f"" '''"''T^ ^ffy"" "^P""'^ '° «" '"'^'^'O" ""der Article 14 are referred to 

a J 70.17) ""-'gi^llyfi'^d and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

\** ^'K' replacement sheet containing such anusndmentsmmt be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



16-17 



1-15, 18-21 



1-21 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 



1-21 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1 : EP, 644439, Al (NIPPON PETROCHEMICALS CO., LTD.), 22 March 1995 (22.03.95) 
full text, all drawings & WO, 94/18583, Al &JP, 6-242316, A &JP, 6-242317, A & JP, 6-242434, A &US 
|6051289, A & DE, 69429897 & KR, 294327, B 

Document 2: JP, 7-120620, A (NIPPON PETROCHEMICALS CO., LTD.), 12 May 1995 (12.05.95) ful 
[text (Family: none) 

Document 3: JP, 7-120748, A (NIPPON PETROCHEMICALS CO., LTD.), 12 May 1995 (12.05.95) ful 
ext (Family: none) ^ 

Document 4: JP, 2001-350021, A (SUMITOMO CHEMICAL CO., LTD.), 21 December 2001 
j(21. 12.01), full text, all drawings (Family: none) 

Document 5: JP, 2001-305345, A (SEKISUI CHEMICAL CO., LTD.), 31 October 2001 (31.10.01), fiill 
|text (Family: none) ^ 

Claim 1 

Documents 1 through 4 describe an optical compensation plate or a member essentially equivalent thereto 
Ithat includes an optical compensation layer or a layer essentially equivalent thereto. 

Also, the point about providing a setting adhesive layer on at least one surface of the aforesaid optical 
compensation layer or a layer essentially equivalent thereto is also described, and the aforesaid setting adhesive 
llayer is essentially equivalent to the crack prevention layer of claim 1 . 

The subject matter of claim 1 is essentially no different from the matters described m the aforesaid 
[documents 1 through 4. 

Claim 2 

This sets parameters pertaining to the push-in hardness of the crack prevention layer, but the question of 
how hard to make a layer is a mere matter of design variation to be appropriately decided by a person skilled in 
Ithe art. 

Claim 3 

The question of how to configure a setting adhesive is merely a matter to be appropriately selected by a 
person skilled in the art based on akeady known configurations. 

Also, for example, the point about using a photosetting adhesive is described in document 1 uaee 37 
limes 31-38. ^ * 

Claim 4 

This specifies that the setting adhesive is a thermosetting adhesive, and specifies the point about 
selectmg the specific material fi-om among an epoxy resin, isocyanate resin, and polyimide resin, but 
the thermosetting type is well known and customary as a setting adhesive, and epoxy resin, isocyanate 
resm, etc. are well-known as specific materials, so the point specified in claim 4 is a mere matter of 
design variation to a person skilled in the art. 



Fomi PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used w*en flie space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



I Continuation of Box V. 2: 

Also, for example, the point about using the aforesaid expoxy adhesive, etc. is described in document 4 
paragraph [0033], ' 

QaimS 

This specifies that the setting adhesive is a moisture-setting adhesive, and specifies the point about i 
selectmg an isocyanate resin as the specific material, but the moisture-setting type is well known and customary 
as a settmg adhesive, and isocyanate resins, etc. are well-known as specific materials, so the point specified in 
Iclaun 5 IS a mere matter of design variation to a person skilled in flie art. 

Also, for example, the point about using the aforesaid isocyanate adhesive, etc. is described in document 
|4, paragraph [0033]. 

Claim 6 

How to set the range of thickness of the crack prevention layer is a mere matter of design variation. 
aaims7-ll 

Technology using a cholesteric structure as an optical compensation layer and orienting the cholesteric 
layo- IS well-known and commonly used art. The point about constituting the optical compensation layer with a 
jcholestenc layer is a mere matter of design variation. 

Also, the point about selecting a cholesteric layer as an optical conmensation layer is described i 
Idocuments 1 through 3. 



im 



Claim 12 



A configuration that mcludes a polarizing element and an optical compensation plate as a polarizing plate 
bs well-known pnor art Also, the point about bonding a polarizing element and an optical compensation plate 
«t)y laminating them with a transparent protective layer therebetween is well-known prior art. 

flso, technology for bonding a polarizing element and an optical compensation plate with a transparent 
Iprotective layer flierebetween is described in document 1, for example. 



Claim 13 



The point about directly adhering an optical compensation plate and a transparent protective layer by 
leans of a crack prevention layer is a mere matter of design variation. 

Claims 14 and 15 

I u ^® point aWt laminating a sticky agent layer is a mere matter of design variation. Also, the point 
about selectmg fi-om among acrylic resins, etc. for the specific material for forming this sticky agent layer is a 
■^ere matter of design variation. 



Claims 16 and 17 

The pomt about providing a crack prevention layer on both faces of an optical compensation layer 
Imere matter of design variation. 



IS a 



Claim 18 

II Technology for providing a liner or a member corresponding to a liner on the surface of a sticky agent 
layer is well-known and commonly used art. The point about disposing a Uner oh the surface of a sticlor agent 
jlayer IS a mere matter of design variation. 

Claims 19-21 

Using a liquid crystal panel or a liquid crystal display device equipped with a liquid crystal panel or an 
l^ll^^l^or^ ^ ^ * provided with an optical compensation plate is a 



Form PCT/IPBA/409 (Supplemental Box) (July 1998) 



